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I.R. Quince 
Monumental Mason 

 

New Memorials supplied & existing Memorials restored  
 

Quincestoneworks 
 

 

Granite worktops, Free estimates for all work 
 

83, High Street, Biggleswade, Beds, SG18 0LA 

Phone: 01767-314180. Fax: 01767-600872 
E-mail: sales@quincestoneworks.co.uk 

Opening Hours: 12noon to 
3pm 

& 6 pm to 11pm 
 

        

12 The Green 

Great  

Staughton 

CAMBS 

PE19 5DG 

Sailing - Windsurfing - SUP Specialists @ Grafham Water Sailing Club 

BIG SALE 
Up to 50% Off 

W: www.jonti.co.uk  E: sales@jonti.co.uk  T: 01480 811242 

Wetsuits                   
Drysuits               

Accessories 

 

Business Slow? 
Advertise Here!   

 

Contact Editors Shaun or Rob for prices! 
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The “Life” Team  

 Chairman: Bob Jewell:  01480 861259 
               Email:  bjewell12@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer: Helen Glanville:  07745 920214 
       Email: steveandhelen@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Editors:    
Rob Young Tel:  01480 860799 

Shaun Prince Tel: 07563 441261 
 

Correspondence to Editors: 
Rob Young: 2 Manor Close, Gt Staughton 

St Neots,PE19 5DU 
Shaun Prince: Suite 2, Bellingham House, 
2 Huntingdon Street, St Neots, PE19 1BG 

 

Treasurer: 
Helen Glanville: 2 Causeway Close, Gt 

Staughton PE19 5BG  
 

Editor Emails:  
Rob - rj.young@live.co.uk 

Shaun - lifemagazine@outlook.com 
 

 

Delivery team co-ordinators:  
  Valerie Downs (Perry) Tel: 01480 812829 

1 Blythe Green 
Steve Bennett (Gt St.) Tel: 01480 861626 

 29 Beachampstead Rd 
 

Contributions for every edition must 
reach the Editors by the 15th of the  

previous month, e.g 15th February for 
March issue UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 

 
   

 

Handwritten/typed contributions are  
acceptable but emails are preferred (see 
above). Please send content to BOTH  

editors. 
Contact either editor to seek  

advice on the suitability of your  

input. 

ADVERTISING 
 

Ring either Editor for advertising  
enquiries/ quotes 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  
between 9.30am—5.30pm 

 

This magazine is produced by volunteers.  
Running costs are met by donations from  

organisations, generous readers and  
advertising revenue. The Management and 

Editorial Committee do not necessarily agree 
with, or support, the views expressed in this 

magazine. 
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MAY 

Sunday 1st :         Rogationtide Service & Farm Walk, Rectory Farm……………Page 19 

Sunday 1st :         Wildlife Trust Walk, Brampton Wood………………..………...Page 16 

Tuesday 3rd :       Gt. Staughton Cricket Club Pub Quiz, The White Hart…………Page 9 

Monday 9th :        Perry WI Meeting, The Wheatsheaf……………………………Page 13 

Wednesday 11th : St. Neots and The Great War Walk……………………………Page 25 

Sunday 15th :        Lions Club Safari Walk, Grafham Water……………………...Page 28 

Tuesday 17th :      Kimbolton Flower Club flower arranging demo…..……………Page 9 

Friday 20th :         Kimbolton Community Cinema, Brooklyn, Mandeville Hall…...Page 7 

Sunday 22nd :       British Red Cross Open Gardens, Gt. Staughton……………...Page 15 

Sunday 22nd :       Wildlife Trust Walk, Upwood Meadows…………….………...Page 16 

Saturday 28th :      Horticultural Society Plant Sale, Gt. Staughton Village Hall…Page 8 
 

JUNE 

Saturday 18th :  St. Andrew’s Annual Church Fete, The Old Vicarage…………..Page 14 

Sunday 19th :     Rotary Club Hog Roast & BBQ, The Old Vicarage…………….Page 14 
 

Looking Ahead: 

Saturday July 2nd - St. Neots Museum ‘Murder Mystery’………………………...Page 43 

Wednesday July 20th - Gt. Staughton WI trip to Woburn Abby & Gardens………Page 12 

Saturday August 27th - Great Staughton Horticultural Society Annual Show……..Page 8 

Tuesday September 20th - Party of Light, 4:30pm - 6:30pm - Gt. Staughton Village Hall 

Saturday September 24th - Reach Festival………………………………………..Page 42 

Saturday October 1st - Lions 40th Abba Tribute Night, Grafham Water Sailing Club 

Great Staughton Parish Council Meetings 2016:  
11th May (General Meeting), 6th Jul, 7th Sep, 9th Nov 

 

Perry Parish Council Meetings 2016:  
4th May (Annual Meeting), 1st Jun, 6th Jul, 3rd Aug, 14th Sep, 5th Oct, 2nd Nov,  

7th Dec 

GREAT STAUGHTON PAVILION :   Ideal for children's parties, small committee meetings etc. Use of 
kitchen facilities. Direct access on to playing field in summer. Children’s parties/meetings: £15 

for a 3 hour session. Sports’ use  - cricket club & football club - £26 per session.    
For information and booking, contact  Bob Jewell - 01480-

 

GREAT STAUGHTON VILLAGE HALL :  Need a venue for that special event:- parties, weddings, 
bring & buy sales?  Modest rates, good facilities, easy parking.  

For details, ring Vicky Goldsmith : 07739 469243/01480 860005 
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Hello everyone, 
...and welcome to the May issue! I trust you all had a lovely Easter. I 
celebrated the long weekend by off-road go-karting and quad-
biking around a soggy farm in Kent for my brother’s stag-do. And I ate lots of  
chocolate too, obviously.  
 
As you can see from the opposite page, May, and it seems the rest of the year, is set to 
be a busy one in Staughton, Perry, and the surrounding areas. It’s great to see that 
real community spirit is back in the villages. I might even come back home especially 
for the Rotary Club hog roast and barbecue!  
 
We’re continuing our year-long look back at the Life Magazine of past with snippets 
from the May 1994 issue, and another lovely piece from Ivy Sturgeon as she talks 
about making the very early issues of the magazine with stencils and a gestetner! If 
you’ve got any old stories about the magazine, or perhaps a 25-year-old issue  
knocking around, do get in touch with myself and Shaun as we’d love to see it! 
 
Oh, I’ve also included a few little puzzles and activities for the young children in the  
magazine too. If they’re well-received then this will be something I’ll try to continue. 
Anyway, have a great May! 

       This issue was edited by Rob 

 

Perry Parish Councillors   

Nigel Noon (Chairman)..........................810368 

Bill Wetzel (Vice Chairman)...................811580 

Sue Astle...................………..................811121 

John Cranston ……………….................811273 

Peter Lawrence…………………………..810982 

Kate Merrell………………………………819723 

David Prew............................................700952 

Emma Prew...........................................700952 

Martin J. Wilson (Clerk)  

clerkperrycouncil@gmail.com  

                              

First Saturday of the month at The Wheatsheaf, Perry - 12 noon to 12.45 
 

District Cllrs. John Morris and Patricia Jordan, together with County Cllr. Peter  
Downes, will be present to respond to any concerns you may have. A member of 
Perry Parish Council will also be present  At other times please contact them as 

follows:  
Peter.downes@cambridgeshre.gov.uk  Tel 07765 833 486 

Patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk Tel: 457802  
John.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk   tel.458818 

 

Councillor 
Surgeries 

  

Great Staughton Parish Councillors 

Sir Hugh Duberly (Chairman)...............860305 

Robert Jewell (Vice Chairman).............861259 

Geoff Gilbert.........................................509788 

William Mumford...................................860460 

Anthony Withers...................................861224 

Janet Bowen.........................................860472 

Nicole Yates..........................................860616 

David Moore.........................................861195 

Kevin Fisk.............................................861004 

Jo Reid (Clerk)……………....................860833 

Email: GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com 
 

Minutes of meetings can be found on the  

website: www.greatstaughton.com    

mailto:GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com
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YOUR MOBILE  
LIBRARY   

 

The  Mobile Library (route H24) 
comes to the villages every fourth 
Wednesday of the month. The next 
visit of the Mobile Library will be:  

 

MAY 25th 
 

Telephone 0845 045 5225 for 
more information of visit 

 
 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library    
for details of all the Mobile  

Library routes as well as some  
useful information.  

Treasurers Corner 
 

Hello everyone, 

Pots this month and a 
magnificent £50.48! 
 
Thank you so much for filling up 
those Pots, it makes a  
difference!    

 Helen. 

  

We meet the 2nd  
Monday of every 

month, 2.30 pm at  
Perry Church 

Perry Friendship Circle will next be 
meeting at Perry Baptist Church on 9th 

May at 2.30pm. 
 

Speaker Ann Townsend sharing her work 
and experiences in Nepal. 

 
You'll will be very welcome. 

 

Contact:- Marjorie Smith 
01480812243 

St Andrew's 
Church 

 

100 Club  
March 2016 Draw  

 
 

  Prize        No.                Name 
   £200………74……...…...Mr. T. Lockwood   
   £100………62…...……..Mrs. Jenny O’Dell 
   £50………..57...Mr. & Mrs Mike Mockford 
   £25………  05….Mr. & Mrs Dennis Clarke 
   £15………..09………………Mrs. S. Doyle 
   £10………..45……….…...Mr. Robert Gray 
 

Congratulations to the winners!           

FOR SALE 
SINGLE BED SIZE:  TWO  MATCHING 

SETS OF DUVET COVERS AND PILLOW 
CASES 

Comprises 1 duvet cover and 2 pillow 
cases for each bed.  

Bought from IKEA:  White background 
with deep pink flowers & trailing leaves 

over all. 
HARDLY USED:  £15.00 

Perry Address:  01480 812829 
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Kym Valley Carpet 
Bowls 

 

 

Gt Staughton Village Hall  
Club Nights - Tuesday and   

                     Friday  - 7.00 to 9.30pm 
 

Dates for May 
Tuesday 3rd 
Friday 6th 

Friday 13th 
Tuesday 17th 

Friday 20th (Air Ambulance home to 
Renhold) 

Tuesday 24th 
Friday 27th 

Tuesday 31st  

 
For more information call : 

Doris Dainty    -  01480 812006 
dainty.doris@yahoo.co.uk 

KIMBOLTON  
COMMUNITY  

CINEMA 
 

Food and a film for £10 on 
Friday May 20 

 
  Pie & Mash 6-15pm for 6-30pm 

in the Small Hall followed at 
 7-30pm in the Main Hall by the 

film: 
  

BROOKLYN 12 
 

Tickets (limited number) to be 
booked by Monday 16th May 

 from Watson’s, Yellow Bird and 
Bytes. 

Tickets for FILM ONLY at usual 

prices from above places. 
 

e-voice.org.uk/
themandevillehallkimbolton/
community-cinema or  01480 

860297 for more details. 

West Hunts Friendship 
Club 100 Club 

100 Club winners for May 
2016 

 
Number           Name                 Prize 

       70           Janet Perrett          £50     
      68              Judy York             £25 
      90          Eileen Gilbert          £15 
      76         Mrs. B Farrell           £10 

 
Congratulations to the winners!           

Great Staughton Parish Council  
Announcement  

 
The Parish Council are pleased to 

announce Jo Reid as the new Clerk 
and will be taking over from Dianne 

Palmer.  
 

Everyone on the Council would like 
to thank Dianne for all her hard work 

over the last few years. 
 

If you would like to reach Jo you can 
contact her on 860833, email her at 
gtstaughtonclerk@outlook.com or  
if you choose to deliver anything to 
her, her address is The Old School, 

The Highway.  

http://e-voice.org.uk/themandevillehall
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GREAT  
STAUGHTON  

HORTICULTURAL  
SOCIETY 

 

M 
ay already! The early 
spring flowers are all but 
over and the mid and late 

flowers are coming into bloom. 
With the days warmer and longer 
it’s so good to be outside, working 
in and enjoying both gardens and 
allotments. 
 
Our Annual Plant Sale with Cream 
Teas and raffle will be held  
Saturday 28th May, in and 
around The Pavilion, from 
2:30pm. We hope for sunny 
weather and the pleasure of your 
company. There should be a good 
selection of flower and vegetable 
plants to choose from, perhaps to 
fill that bare space or try  
something new!  
 
How are your plans for entries for 
the Annual Horticultural Show, to 
be held on Saturday 27th August 
coming along? We hope to have 
the printed schedules ready soon, 
perhaps for the Plant Sale, so do 
look out for them. 
 
We have a change of date for the 
annual Garden Talk. It will now be 
on Saturday 8th October.  
 

CLEANER FOR  
FAMILY HOME IN 

PERRY  
 

Mondays & Thursdays (am) 
Total 5 ½ Hours per week. 

References Please.  
Telephone (01480) 81 11 70  

answer phone (we will return your 
call) 

Andrew Sankey will be giving the 
talk and his subject is expected to 
be “Rethinking Your Garden” 
 
Happy Gardening! 
 

 Great Staughton Horticultural 
Society 

Mobile Post Office 
in Great Staughton 

 
The Post Office offers a   

mobile Post Office service 
situated at Brook Farm car park (the former 

Blades car park) on The Highway in Great 
Staughton. The times will be: 

 

 Mondays 14:30-15:30 
Wednesdays 10:30-12:30 

 

Most Post Office services will be offered   
including banking for all of the major 

banks.  Passports, driving licences and vehicle 
tax will not be available.  

The van has wheelchair access. 
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Great Staughton 
Cricket Club 

  

 
New Season 
The first game of the 
2016 season was played on Sunday 
17th April at Great Staughton, a 
friendly against East Haddon of the 
Northants league. The team has been 
training hard over the winter and 
looks forward to a good season in the 
Huntingdonshire Division 4 league.  
 
Next Quiz 
The next quiz will be on Tuesday 3rd 
May 2016  at The White Hart 
7:30pm. Hugh and Mary make you 
most welcome and provide food on 
the night, and drink vouchers for the 
winners. All proceeds go to the  
cricket club. Come along and join in 
an evening of fun, many have joined 
us over the last few months. Teams 
of up to 4 - £1 per person to enter.   
 

https://www.facebook.com/
GreatStaughtonCricketClub 

 

Bob Jewell — 01480 861259  

Sponsored by  
K Fisk Plumbing & Heating Ltd  

KIMBOLTON 
FLOWER CLUB 

 
 

 

The Kimbolton 
Flower Club meeting 

in May will be a 
flower arranging demonstration by 

Linda Seabrook, entitled ‘Twn Fion 
Cali’(The Welsh Highway).  

 
This will be held in the Mandeville 
Hall, Kimbolton on the 17th May at 

7.30pm. Admission for visitors 
£7.50, including light refreshments  

 
All welcome. 

 

Great Staughton 

Youth Club are 

donating £40.00 

to The Life  

Magazine - £1 for 

every year of the 

magazine’s existence, as a thank you 

for its support and wish to  

congratulate the volunteers who 

make it possible.  

 

The money has been given from the 

proceeds of the Youth Club members 

and organisers running the Job Squad 

on various Saturdays and Sundays 

cleaning bins and cars for local  

residents. 
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Keeping vulnerable people in your 
community safe and well 

We’re asking you to be our eyes and 
ears in the community. 
 
Do you know someone living in your 
street who is vulnerable, elderly, or 
may just need some assistance with 
everyday life? 
 
These people could be at an  
increased risk of fire and  
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue  
Service would like to help keep them 
safe. 
 
We offer free home fire safety checks 
to those who are potentially more 
vulnerable to incidents, however, we 
need your help to identify these  
people. 
 
If you know someone who you think 
might benefit from a free visit from 
fire service staff, call 0800 917 99 94. 
You can also contact us through our 
website  where you find information 
about keeping vulnerable people safe 
from fire. 
 
And don’t forget to test your smoke 
alarm – and that of elderly relatives – 
by pressing the ‘test’ button on the 
device. 

Contact: Follow us on social media, 
visit www.cambsfire.gov.uk or call 
01480 444500. 

  
 

 
Like our fan page on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/cambsfrs and 
follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs and 

Instagram @cambs_frs. 
 
 
 

Perry  
Photographic Club 

 

 Did you have a new 
digital camera  

 recently? 

 Are you confused with  
 all the buttons and switches? 

 Perplexed by all the jargon? 

 Not able to tell your f stop from your 
I.S.O.?     

 

Don’t worry, help is it hand. We are a 
friendly local group of photography  

enthusiasts (male and female) who meet 
on a very informal basis once every  

fortnight. 
 

We can assist you to take control of your 
camera and enable you to  produce far 
better photos; we also have in depth 

knowledge of Photoshop and Elements. 
 

Perry Photographic Club  
07788 409301 

http://www.cambsfire.gov.uk/
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Your Church Bells Need 
You IF You Can Ring 

  
If there is anyone in the Great  

Staughton or Perry who knows how to 
ring it would be absolutely great if they 

could get in touch us and join us  
occasionally. We’ve got plenty of 

events already planned for 2016 so it 
would be lovely to see lots of you 

there. 
 

You could be an associate member of 
the band, not committed to come  
regularly to practices or Sunday  

morning ringing but are able to help us 
make up the numbers when needed. 
You would be made very welcome by 

our friendly group.  
  

Just call Dave Cope on 01480 
869322 

Celebrating 40 Years of Life 
& Diaries 

 

You may have noticed that this year 
the Life Magazine celebrates its 40th  
Anniversary. We are all very proud to 
be able to keep the magazine going 

to the same standard as was  
originally intended. 

 

On that note, we are on the hunt for 
old editions of the magazine from its 
40-year history and pictures of Great 
Staughton and Perry from the 1970s 

and 1980s.  
 

If you have anything you would like to 
send in, please send to both  

editors via email or post. 
 

Thanks, Rob & Shaun  

Of course you do, who doesn't. You, like most other PC users, will have been asking yourself the following question 

at some stage “What Anti-Virus software should I be using?”. Well, thanks to a recent test by AV-Test and  
AV-Comparatives, I can give you the answer you have been looking for… 

 

BitDefender has been recognized as providing its users the best Protection, Speed and 

Performance, “whilst they enjoy the most advanced cyber-security in the world with unaffected 
computer performance and connection speeds”. Bitdefender won gold in the Real-World 

Protection Test, an extremely complex test that, in the words of the  

AV-Comparatives experts, “achieves the most realistic way of determining how well the security 

product protects the PC.”  
 

Following on from this, AV-Test awarded Bitdefender Best Performance for the 2015 and 2016 

versions of its Internet Security product. This shows its consistency in doing what it needs to do, 

secure your PC. 

 

To read the full article, learn more about Bitdefender's Free or Premium Software, or install 

BitDefender on your PC, please feel free to visit my blog at  

www.shaunprince.com/blog 
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Gt Staughton  W.I  
 

A 
fter the usual business, 
our speaker was Helen 
Tilley, who brought 

along hats of all different colours, 
shapes and sizes that she makes. She 
told us how she had bought a hat for 
a wedding that didn't fit properly and 
decided that she would like to try to 
make one herself. She went to a  
millinery course and learnt the basics, 
and her artistic and sewing skills  
result in some beautiful and unusual 
hats. She works at a studio at home 
and clients go to her with ideas of the 
colour and style that they would like 
and she makes them to order. Hats 
are becoming popular again especially 
for weddings and the likes of Ascot 
etc. A very talented lady. 
 
The competition was "Favourite 
Headwear". In joint 1st place 
were Pam Flint and Margaret  
Richardson and Janet Bowen was 
2nd place winner. 
 
Raffle winners were Helen Packer, 
Barbara Wallis and Sue Lee. 
 
Our speaker for next month is Sarah 
Oliver 'Beating the Cistern'. The c 
ompetition is ‘A Water Carrier’. 
 
Great Staughton WI invite you to join 
them on a Day Trip to WOBURN  
ABBEY AND GARDENS on 
Wednesday 20th July 
 
Costs are:  
 
Coach, Woburn Abbey and Gardens: 
£20.50 adult, £19.00 Senior 
 
Coach and Gardens only:  
£13.50 adult, £12.50 Senior 
 
9:30am pick-up from Great Staughton 
and Hail Weston and we’ll leave  
Woburn at 4pm. 
 

For more details about the 
exciting day trip or book a 
place, please contact: 
 
 

Pat Backhouse - 01480 861167 
Janet Bowen - 01480 860472 

 
Helen Packer 

Perry W.I  
 

O 
ur speaker’s theme was ‘Small 
is Beautiful’ and when the  
decidedly diminutive Margaret 
Johnson stood up with a cheery 

smile this month’s title seemed even 
more personal than usual! Then she  
began to talk about a very big passion.  
Over the next little while we learnt that 
her husband joined the RAF for 3 years 
(stayed for 13!) and when they were in 
Omaha Nebraska at HQ Strategic Air 
Command, she had taken Laura Ashely 
patches (lawn cotton being the easiest 
fabric to quilt) and so began an interest in 
patchwork and quilting (making and  
collecting) … she now has 41 bed quilts 
and 50+ other quilted items and is a 
member of Buckden Quilters, Cromwell 
Quilters (95+ strong, based in  
Huntingdon) and the Quilters’ Guild (7 
and half thousand in UK). Margaret  
explained that some prisons use quilting 
to teach the inmates needlework and  
tapestry (though how they get the scissors 
past the guards is a puzzle); how she had 
seen (and bought) a quilted cushion cover 
made in Simla from old saris and when 
she asked ‘How much does the maker 
get?’ was told ‘More than if you didn’t 
buy it’; she told us the definition of a 
quilt – used to be that it had to have 3 
layers though now as long as the thread 
penetrates both layers – it’s deemed to be 
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a quilt. 
  
And so to the quilts – oh the quilts.  
Poetry in fabric:  exquisitely textured, 
aptly and often fabulously coloured,  
intricate and inspiring from the simple to 
the spectacular. We saw and mightily 
admired a quilt made by 5 people inspired 
by the Charles Rennie Mackintosh  
painting La Rue de Soleil. We saw a  
personal response to the John Rutter song 
Look at the World ’involving the quilted 
representation of the music (so clear you 
could play from it) and covered in plants 
and butterflies (no two the same) - in fact 
the music was so clear that Margaret 
heard someone say ‘Muriel, have a word 
with him’ (meaning ask his permission) 
and his answer came back ‘I don’t mind 
if she stitches my words into a blanket’ – 
I suppose not many writers have been 
quilted! We saw a quilt of a kangaroo 
(called Kassius) with a map of Australia 
on a clay coloured background with a 
button as the train – this a memory of an 
unforgettable journey in Oz.  One of my 
favourites was a simple (though  
obviously beautifully made) long narrow 
quilt which Margaret keeps in the  
downstairs loo with 10 tulips on it, the 
tulips are flaps each for a photo of her 10 
grandchildren. How lovely!  
 
But the most sensational (in my opinion) 
was a quilt made by Philippa Naylor who 
has a Fine Arts degree, is a  lingerie  
designer and incredibly skilful on the 
machine: a riot of bright rainbow colours, 
each section dyed specially in degrees of 
darker to light with appliqued discs over 
the colours. Stunning. 
 
So from a quilt that cost her £450 to a 
2inch square necklace made with128 
pieces (yes they are truly tiny) for only 
£6, Margaret’s collection ranges from the 
iconic (the tsunami quilt) to the deeply 
personal (a Yorkshire dry stone wall) and 
is fabulous and beautiful. 

To finish, Margaret mentioned downsiz-
ing and said it would be a nightmare – 
‘I’d need a wing just to myself!’ 
 
Incidentally, Margaret wasn’t paid for her 
talk but took donations for ‘Emmaus’ and 
‘Centrepoint’. Thank you again Margaret. 
 
Ladies, don’t forget to bring your craft 
for our display in WI Centre in June 
(theme: Teddy Bears’ Picnic) next month.  
Our next meeting will be in the pub in 

Perry next May  9th at 7.30. Our speaker 

will tell us about ‘Safe rogue Traders and 

how to avoid rogue traders and scams.’ 

Ladies, you are welcome. See you then. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rainbows is for girls from the ages of 5 

to 7. We would also welcome any  
enquiries from adults who would like to 

join us as leaders.  
 

For more information about us visit: 
www.girlguiding.org.uk, and if you are 

interested in joining us, go to 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested to 
register your interest at the earliest 

opportunity. Once registered you will be  
contacted by one of our Leaders.  

 
We would love to hear from you, and 
new members are always welcome. 

 
Yours in Guiding, 

 
Liz Wetzel and Ann Price 
Gt Staughton Rainbow Leaders 

 
Email:  

gtstaughtonrainbows@icloud.com 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
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Wish you could put a 
spring in your step?  

 
Did you know that problems with 
hips, knees, or feet affects your 

walking?  
 

Did you know that having targeted  
massage can really make  

a difference?  
 
 

Call today and step out!   
 

Touch Point Therapy 
Combining massage and movement 

       Elizabeth Hughes, ITEC, MCThA 
07702 739968 or 01480 811369 

  
 All sessions are provided in the  

comfort of your home! 
info@massagehuntingdon.com 

www.massagehuntingdon.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Small dog - £20, Medium dog - £25,  
Large dog - £30, Giant dog - £50 

 

Hand stripping : small dog - £40,   
Medium - £50,  large/giant - £60+ 

The prices include:  
full groom -(clipping/scissoring)    

a bath and dry, brush out, ear cleaning. 
Additional services 

(if not booked in for a full groom at the 
time) 

 

Nail clipping - £5, anal glands care £5, 
just a bath and dry - from £15  

Contact for a mobile service price list. 
 
 

T: 01480 474803/ 07522 847791 
E: kimsdoggrooming@hotmail.co.uk 

38 Lees Lane, Southoe, PE19 5YG 
 

Kim’s Home & Mobile Dog 

Grooming 

Open Mon-Fri 9am –5pm 

 
 
 

 

2 OPEN GARDENS in GREAT STAUGHTON  
Sunday 22nd May 2016 

2.00 - 5.00pm 
 

The Old Vicarage PE19 5BA 
(by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Edmunds) 

 

Place House PE19 5BB 
(opposite St. Andrews Church) 

 

PLANTS                                                                     Combined entrance £5 
TEAS                                       Disabled Access               Single Garden £3 
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Registered Charity No 1000412  

The Beautiful Blubells of Brampton Wood 
 

The Huntingdonshire Local Group of the Wildlife Trust invites you to come and  
experience the delights of a carpet of bluebells in this ancient woodland, which lies on 

our doorstep. You are welcome to share this enchanting scene by participating in a  
guided walk through Brampton Wood on Sunday 1st May.  This year  there will be two 

walks; one at 10.30 and one at 14.30. 
 

George Cottam, who is Warden of Brampton Wood, will lead us through this woodland 
where a rich variety of flora can be seen. His aim will be to highlight the beautiful scent, 
colour and freshness of the bluebells that encapsulate the essence of a traditional English 

spring.  We also expect to see other woodland flora such as wood anemone, primrose 
and dogs mercury; early butterflies such as speckled wood, brimstone and orange tip; 

and we will also listen for the singing of the woodland birds. 
  

Everyone is most welcome to attend.  Please meet at Brampton Wood Car Park, 
Grafham Road, Brampton at 10.30 or 14.30.  GR TL 184698.  Park in the Trust car park.  

There is no charge, but donations are welcome. For more information please contact 
George on 01480 450809. 

 

Meadow Magic 
 

The Wildlife Trust, Huntingdonshire Local Group, invites you to attend a walk at 
Upwood Meadows on Sunday 22nd  May at 2.30pm. 

  
Kevin Doidge, the voluntary warden, and other local wildlife experts, will guide us 

through these ancient meadows.  A rich variety of flowers should be seen in the three 
meadows that have been largely undisturbed by modern farming methods. We hope to 
see green winged orchids, mousetail, meadow cranesbill, lady’s bedstraw and yellow 

rattle.  Elusive turtle doves can sometimes be seen and heard.  
 

Kevin explains that this National Nature Reserve is one of the finest examples of ancient 
meadows that can still be found locally and was shaped by the medieval agricultural 

methods of ploughing with oxen. 
 

Everyone is most welcome to attend.  Please meet at Upwood Meadows Car Park,  
Meadow Lane, Upwood at 14.30. GR TL 251825. Parking is limited so visitors are  

encouraged to car share, walk or cycle. There is no charge, but donations are welcome. 

For more information please contact Tim on 01480 457795. 
 
 
 
 

Part of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire.  
Registered Charity No: 1000412 
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 ST. ANDREW’S 
CHURCH GROUP 

 

Good Friday Family 
Walk & Egg Hunt 

 

The morning of Friday 
25th March was fine and looking good 
for a walk around the fields for an  
Easter egg hunt. A record number of 
95 enthusiastic people, suitably clad 
in wellington boots and warm,  
waterproof clothing, gathered at St. 
Andrew’s Church ready to set off on 
the Good Friday Walk. 
 

The children were able to hunt for 
Easter egg tokens along the way, the 
older children having to find smaller 
egg tokens this year as they seemed to 
be getting a little bit too quick at  
finding the larger ones. Another task 
was to fill a small plastic egg with as 
many small items as they could, all 
beginning with a different letter of the 
alphabet. It proved extremely difficult 
to choose a winner for this task but it 
was decided the  best collection was a 
group effort by Alex, Bradley &  
Harvey Abbs plus Hannah Winser. 
Sophie Ostler and Thomas  
Macfarlane were a close 2nd and 
3rd.They all won a small chocolate 
egg.  
 

On returning to the Church after the 
activities the children exchanged their 
egg tokens for chocolate eggs whilst 
the grown-ups enjoyed a cup of tea & 
a hot cross bun.  
 

The morning concluded with the  
giving of prizes for the Easter  
Colouring competition. The list of 
winners can be seen here, in the 
School Gazette and also in the church 

where all the entries are displayed. 
 

Mosca the Caterpillar joined us once 
again with Rev.Judi to re-tell the 
Easter story and we sang Easter songs 
to bring a busy morning to a close. 
 

Thank-you to all who joined us and 
hope to see you again next year! 
  
Sylvia Swain     
 

EASTER COLOURING  
COMPETITION 

 

Thank you to all children who sent in 
entries to the colouring competition 
The three judges had a difficult task 
picking the winners and the following 
won an Easter egg: 
 

Pre-school:        
1st     Stevie Chalkley  
2nd    Arthur Upson 
3rd     Layla-Mae Bayford Bream  
            
KS1:                  
1st     Molly Buchanan 
        Tilly Alder 
2nd    Scarlett Birdsall 
         Thomas Macfarlane     
3rd     Emma Macfarlane 
         Holly Prothero 
 

KS2                 
1st     Charlotte Shepherd 
         Lani Cooke 
2nd    Leah Lilley  
3rd     Louis Buchanan 
         Sophie Ostler  
                                               

Congratulations to all the winners. 
The pictures are currently on display 
in St. Andrew’s Church and will be 

returned to your groups soon.                        
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GREAT STAUGHTON TENNIS 
CLUB NEEDS YOU! 

As many of you may have noticed, the 
tennis courts located on the Playing 
Field are not used as much as we 
would like. As a result, there is a risk 
that the Club will fold and the courts 

fall into disrepair. Ultimately, this fantastic facility could be lost. A new  
committee has recently been formed with the sole aim of trying to ensure that 
this does not happen.  
 
We believe that it is too soon in our plan to rebuild the Club to ask you to pay a 
membership fee. The courts will therefore remain free to use for the present 
time, at your own risk. However, the courts will soon need maintenance and 
repair. We cannot therefore offer free play forever.  
 
To kick things off, we are starting a playing group on Sunday mornings at 
10.30am from Sunday 10 April 2016. All levels and ages welcome. Please feel 
free to come along and join in. We also hope to arrange an open day with a  
tennis coach coming along to spend some time with the children in the village. 
 
We would like to invite anyone interested in playing tennis to register their  
interest using the contact details below, or posting on our new Facebook page. 
We look forward to hearing from you and to playing tennis with you very soon. 
  

Tennis Club Committee:  
Nicole Yates – 860616 or nicolehyates@aol.com  
Phil Yates – 860616 or fourelevenltd@aol.co.uk  

David Moore - 861195 or david_j_moore@outlook.com  
Mike Keeble - 860855 or m.keeble855@btinternet.com 

Roger Harding - 860762 or roger4321@yahoo.co.uk 
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All Saints Church Grafham  
Little Fishes  

Stay + Play Tots Session 
 

Grafham Village Hall, Wednesdays 10am 
to 11:20am (Term time only) 

 

Just turn up on the day 
Sessions include free-play and craft  

activities also a bible story and  
sing-along   

Babies welcome too 
 

Please get in touch if you can help make 
tea/coffee/squash on an  

occasional basis  
Contact Jean Clark 01480 890033 

 

PERRY  
VILLAGE 

SPEED WATCH 
VOLUNTEERS 

REQUIRED 
 
 

Perry village is looking to recruit  
volunteers to assist with Speed Watch 
exercises conducted within the village.  

Exercises will take place at various times 
during the week and at weekends and 

will only last an hour in duration, all in 
daylight hours. Full training will be  

given. 
 

If you would like to help or find out 
more, please contact the Clerk to the 

Parish Council on:  
clerkperrycouncil@gmail.com 

810978 

  

ST NEOT’S DEANERY 
 
 
 
 

Rogationtide  Service & Farm 
Walk at Rectory Farm 

Green End 
Little Staughton 

MK 44 2TA 
By kind permission of 

Mr Ian & Mrs Julia Harris 
on Sunday 1st  May 2016 at 

3.00p.m 
All ages are welcome to join in the 

tradition of blessing the fields, 
crops & wildlife. 

Wear suitable shoes if it is wet. 
 

Further details from 
Julia Harris: 01234 376737 

07763 977649 
Rev Jon Alford - 01480 812073 

mailto:robnjeanclark@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:clerkperrycouncil@gmail.com
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PARISH CHARITIES  
BURSARY FUND 

 

For the past few years the Parish  
Charities have supported a talented ballet 
dancer to help with the onerous costs of 
travel and tuition and this example 
prompted us to consider creating a  
bursary to help fund individual young 
people in Staughton and Perry who are 
pursuing either a training or educational 
course. 
 

The Parish Charities therefore propose to 
create a bursary fund to a value of £5000 
to be shared between young people whom 
the Charities Committee deem deserving 
of financial support. The maximum 
award to an individual will be £2000. 
The fund is in addition to the normal 
awards which are made annually to clubs, 
societies and institutions in the villages of 
Great Staughton and Perry. 
 

Eligibility 
The bursary fund is particularly directed 
at young people between the ages of 16 
and 20 who are already engaged in a 
training or educational course. 
 

Applicants must be permanently  
resident in Staughton or Perry.   

The bursary is intended to enable the  
candidate to continue their training or 

educational development, NOT to attract 
them into starting a particular activity.   

 

Exceptionally, an award from the bursary 
may be made to a younger applicant who 
shows a particular aptitude in the sporting 
or artistic sphere, where talent is often 
revealed at a young age.   
 

What educational or training courses 
will be supported? 
 

The Parish Charities wish to cast the net 
as widely as possible. The Bursary is 
NOT intended to be a wholly university 
based award, although of course this will 
not be excluded. We are keen to  

encourage applications from young  
people engaged in a trade or profession: 
car mechanic, nurse, craftsman, chef and 
so on, as well as those already pursuing 
an academic path.  
 

What can the Bursary be used for? 
Again, the Charities will adopt a flexible 
approach. The money may be used to 
cover some or all tuition or training fees: 
travel costs: course/training material: 
field trips: tools and equipment:  
residential courses or secondments. 
 

The application process 
The Charities are keen to keep the  
application process as simple as possible. 
In the first instance, write to: 
 

The Parish Charities 
c/o Mrs Eileen Gilbert 

27 Beachampstead Road  
Great Staughton PE19 5DX. 

 

Tell us what training or educational 
course you are following and how the 
money would help you. You may  
mention help with tuition fees, travel 
costs, books, tools and equipment etc. 
 

Deadline 
Applications need to be in before the end 
of May. The Charities Committee will 
then meet to decide on the award, based 
on the applications received. The  
Charities may also decide to call in  
applicants for interview. The awards 
would be made in September, the  
traditional start date of academic or  
training courses.  
 

To ensure transparency in the review of 
applications, no contact details of the 
applicant will be disclosed to the  
Committee. Applications will be judged 
entirely on their merits. 
 

Anthony Withers 
On behalf of the Great Staughton  

Parish Charities 
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Laura's Mobile 
Hairdressing 

Professional hairdresser & barber with 

over 14 years experience  

 

Qualified up to NVQ level 3 and insured. 

Available to do men's, women's and children's cuts, blow dries, sets, 

colours, colour correction, hair up's, perms. 

 

Have your hair done in the comfort of your own home. 

 

Contact me on 07809239120  

Email me at laurasmobilehairdressing2016@gmail.com  

Facebook.com/laurasmobilehairdressing2016  

Great Staughton Friendship Club 
 

The friendship club provides much needed company, friendship and  
entertainment for the elderly and disadvantaged in our community. It meets  

every Monday providing activities and lunches for up to 25 people. It is a most 
valuable service to the community and in particular for those who cannot get out 

most of the time.  
 

The club needs a new Chair as the current chairman David Palmer is resigning at 
the AGM on May 9th after 5 very valuable years of voluntary service. He has 

ensured the club is on a sound financial footing and is thoroughly enjoyed by all 
its users. A great debt of gratitude goes from us all to him for all his work in 

achieving this most important task. 
 

If anyone is interested in the role of Chair please contact me and I will provide 
them with more detail. It is not too onerous, and is very rewarding.  It would suit 
someone best who does have the ability to visit the club during the daytime on 

Monday. 
 

Bob Jewell 
01480 861259 

Bjewell12@hotmail.com  
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BLPSPA 

IMPORTANT  
PROPOSALS FOR THE FULL MERGER OF THE PATIENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

OF  
BUCKDEN AND LITTLE PAXTON SURGERIES 

Buckden and Little Paxton Surgeries have been run by the same medical team for 
nearly 10 years.  To rationalise all the functions associated with them, the Buckden 
and Little Paxton Patients’ Association Committee (BLPSPA) have commissioned a 
new logo – see above.  It has put forward the following proposals: 
 

 Little Paxton should have an additional member to represent it on the  
 committee – this is in place 

 at least one committee meeting per calendar year to be held at Little Paxton 

 BLPSPA should have representation at community events held at Little Paxton 

 that all funds from events be administered by the treasurer of the association 

 existing funds being held for Little Paxton to be spent to increase the 
amenities for patients at the surgery e.g. purchase of a bench for the 
lobby or another armchair or bike racks as funds and planning allows 

 remaining funds and all monies generated from future fundraising 
events to be deposited with the treasurer into the BLPSPA account to 
be spent as appropriate and approved by the committee 

 To hold a celebration event to mark the 10th anniversary of the surgery at Little 
Paxton which will be open to the community. 

 
We hope the above will clarify the position of the BLPSPA in the two village locations.  
If you have any further comment, please contact   

f.sheringham@btinternet.com 

Flora Sheringham, Chair, BLPSPA 
 February 2016 

mailto:f.sheringham@btinternet.com
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ACTIVITY CLUBS 

GRAFHAM GIBBONS Climbing 

Club 
Sundays (10am-12noon for  
novice climbers & 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
for more advanced climbers) 

throughout the year 

A fun and exciting way to climb with other 

young people. Games, skills, techniques, 

NICAS awards and much more! Grafham 

Gibbons is aimed at ages 8 -13 

£10 per person per session (Booking 

essential) 

 

RYA GRAFHAM FLYING ONBOARD 
(YOUTH SAILING & WINDSURFING) 

Tuesday Evenings (6pm – 8pm) – First  
Session 5 April 2016 
Alternate Saturdays (10am -12.30pm for 

beginners & 2pm – 4.30pm for more  
advanced) – First Session 19 March 2016 

 

PADDLESPORTS CLUB  
(ADULT & YOUTH) 
Tuesday Evenings (6pm – 8pm) – First  
Session 5 April 2016 
Alternate Saturdays (2pm – 4.30pm) – First 

Session 12 March 

No previous experience is necessary for any 

of our water based clubs – so whether you 

are a complete beginner or more expert, 

these clubs will give you the chance to  

develop your skills in a club environment 
whilst having fun with friends! Call Ali on 

01480 810521 for information on any of our 

clubs. £15 annual membership then £12 

per session (£16 for adults or non- 

members) 

 

OPEN DAY 
Monday 2 May - 10.00am – 5.00pm  
Activity Sessions just £3 per person per  
session  

Our Open Day on the May Day holiday will 

give you the chance to try our activities with 

family and friends at a fraction of the normal 

cost. No need to book, just come along, 

choose activities to try and have a go! Bring a 

picnic or sample our BBQ and enjoy the day!  

Activities for Families & Young People at Grafham Water 

DISCOVERY CLUB 

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY & 

SUMMER HOLIDAY 

31 May, 1, 2, 3 June  

8.30am – 5.30pm each day  

(Booking essential) £36 per per-

son, per day 

Our multi-activity Discovery Club is for 

young people aged 8 -11 & 12+ who want to 

try new activities, develop existing skills, meet 

new friends and most importantly have fun! A 

packed lunch is included. 

 

FAMILY SAILING & FAMILY  

PADDLSPORTS 
1 May, 18 June, 23 July, 20 August 

£16 per person (Booking essential) 

A chance for mum and dad and the children 

to try either a sailing or paddlesports taster 

session. Sessions are ½ day, either AM or 

PM. Groups must include at least 1 child  

under 16. Why not combine the two courses 

and have a full day of family watersports fun?  

 

FAMILY DAY 
30 May, 19 June, 17 July, 31 July,  

14 August, 21 August 

£22 per person (Booking essential) 

A chance for the whole family to take part in 

some of our many activities together. Family 

Days are designed for young people aged 8 

and over. If you have children under 8, please 

contact us before booking. Please bring a 

packed lunch or picnic with you.  

 
 

Come and spend time with 

us! 

For more information and to 

make a booking contact us on  

01480 810521 or visit  

www.grafham-water-

centre.co.uk 
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Ch ildr en’s  Day Nurs er y  
B efor e & Aft er  Schoo l  C lubs  

Ho liday C lub  
 

 

Set in the beautiful grounds of 

Great Staughton Primary School 
 

Under the care of our highly quali-

fied staff  we offer excellent facilities 

for babies to  out of school ages. 
 

Gover nment funding available  

to Pre-  School  children 
 

For full  details and introduction 

to SPICE contact:  

Nicola or Cher yl  : 01480 861183 

OR 

info@spicechildcare.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

BRICKWORK -  PLASTERING - DRIVEWAYS - PATHS - PATIOS - 
SLABBING - CONCRETING - BLOCKPAVING - FENCING - PLUMBING  -   

CARPENTRY - ROOFING - TILING - DRAINAGE - GUTTERING -  
RIDE ON LAWN MOWER GRASS CUTTING 

  

Call today - 078777 42420 or 01480 437511  
g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk or g.bgrasscutters@yahoo.com 

G.B. BUILDERS 
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THE FOOT CLINIC 
 

For a wide range of chiropody and 
podiatry treatments of the highest 

quality from a specialist with over 27 
years of experience in both the NHS 

and private practice. 
 

Graeme A Paterson BSc 
FCPod (S). 

Podiatric Specialist 
Health Professions Council  

Registered. 
 

For further information  
or to arrange a consultation or home 

visit please contact: 
 

The Foot Clinic, 
High Street, Southoe, St Neots, 

Cambs. PE19 5YE. 

Tel : 01480 811145. 

St Neots and 
The Great 
War Walk 

 

Wednesday 11th May 7:30pm  
Tickets £5.00 per person  

 

How was St Neots affected by the 
Great War 1914 – 18?  

 

Discover the stories of the people that lived through the First World War 
and the local places they knew and loved.  

 

Almost every building in St Neots town centre has a story to tell. Join the  
Curator for a walk through the town centre revealing the stories of the 

Great War.  
 

Advance booking preferred, call the museum on 01480 214163 or email 
us at curators@stneotsmuseum.org.uk or come along to the Museum for 

7:30pm.  
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STENCILS AND THE  
GESTETNER 

 
Written in response to the Chairman’s 

comments in the February issue 
 

I 
t is difficult to describe the stencil 
but it can be viewed on the internet 
should anyone wish to do so and it 

may be better to do that than try and 
imagine the description I will give!  
 
The top of the stencil had a perforated 
edge for fixing to the Gestetner printer. 
The working size of the stencil was 
foolscap in the early days with  
approximately an inch border. It was in 
3 layers - a wax sheet, a carbon paper 
and a plain page. The stencil would 
then be carefully placed in a manual 
typewriter in stencil mode for typing. It 
was important to use the right amount 
of pressure when typing as if the tap of 
the keys was too light it would not cut 
the wax sufficiently to allow ink 
through when placed on the printer. 
Alternatively, if typed too heavily then 
this would damage the wax allowing 
too much ink to seep through. Accurate 
typing was an asset because in the case 
of a typing error a liquid wax corrector 
fluid had to be used (usually  
fluorescent pink). A ruler or some other 
item would be placed between the wax 
sheet and the carbon to prevent the  
fluid going through the stencil and 
causing it to stick. When dry it was a 
case of typing over the error. A stylus 
pen could be used to draw on the  
stencil if needed for tables, etc. When 
document complete the carbon paper 
would be removed and to allow proof 
reading. 
 

After typing stencils there would be the 
task of cleaning wax from the typewriter 
keys. A real asset was a thin plastic sheet 
that could be purchased to go over the 
wax stencil prior to typing. This created a 
much sharper and much cleaner print as 
the wax did not touch the typewriter keys 
directly. 
 
The Gestetner machine consisted of a 
cylinder roller and was in the early days 
operated by the turn of a handle, Tubes of 
ink would be emptied inside the cylinder 
and the handle turned a few times to ink 
the roller. The stencil could then be 
wrapped around the ink pad roller and the 
handle of the Gestetner turned a few 
times to allow the ink to pass through the 
wax sheet. The backing sheet of the  
stencil is then removed, paper placed on 
the feeder to the machine and the handle 
turned to produce the number of copies 
required. To cut costs printing was done 
on both sides of the paper. Turning the 
handle several hundreds of times was an 
arduous task for the Life magazine  
volunteer printers, but later I believe an 
electronic version of the Gestetner was 
obtained. The stencil could be retained 
for future use but was rather messy and 
not really required in the case of the  
magazine. 
 
All I can say is thank goodness for  
modern technology!!! 

 
Ivy Sturgeon  



Page 27 

 

Below are excerpts taken from the May 1994 issue of 

The Life Magazine  

Announcements Page 
 

Pavilion/Playgroup in Great Staughton (PIGS) 
Progress continues to be slow. The County Council have identified certain  
improvements they require to the access road alongside the school. The Governors 
have yet to consider the changes formally but the widening of the access road seems 
both unnecessary and possible more dangerous than the current proposals. It is hoped 
to hold a meeting with the County highways safety engineer and the schools to resolve 
the issues. The County also have yet to respond on the drainage issue. With regard to 
the limitations places on funding from the playgroup by the trust fund this was  
discussed at the Parish Council and it was expected that it could be resolved to  
everyone’s satisfaction. Unfortunately until the County and the school are fully satisfied 
the District will not grant planning permission. In the meantime work is being  
undertaken to obtain building regulations and other necessary approvals – fire etc. 
 Bob Jewell 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * 
 

BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS 
There will be badminton at the village hall on 5th and 12th May and table tennis on 19th 
and 26th May both from 7.30 to 10.00. Everyone is welcome including beginners,  
children are welcome up to 9.00, racquets and bats are available. Newcomers and free 
on their first night. Come and join us for a active evening of good fun. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

A MESSAGE FOR THE ‘NOT SO YOUNG CLUB’ 
It was lovely to see all our friends again from Great Staughton and Perry ‘Not so Young 
Club’. You all seemed to enjoy your meal and we certainly enjoy your company, and you 
are all a pleasure too. 
Hope to see you again and keep ‘Young at Heart’. 
  Love from 
  Jan & Bruce (George & Dragon) 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

GREAT STAUGHTON PLAYGROUP are holding a CAR BOOT SALE on Bank Holiday  

Monday, May 31st on the Playing Field from 10am – 2pm. Book you boot £5.00 in  

advance £6.00 on the day. For further details contact Margaret Sare 860963 or  

Margaret Rosewall 812235. 
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Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club announce date of 
Annual Safari Walk 

 
Since 1979 Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club have held their Annual Safari 

Walk, a sponsored walk around Grafham Water, on the third Sunday in May. 
 

In the past 36 years the walk has raised over £200K benefiting many local  
charities and worthy causes and will take place on Sunday 15th May this year. 
We are hoping for plenty of interest from local Charities, Clubs and Individuals, 

interested in raising money for their own worthy cause.  
 

Walkers retain 90% of the money raised for their own chosen cause and 10% is 
donated to the Lions Club chosen charity. The Lions Club deal with all the  

organisation required for a successful day, all participants need do is to obtain 
sponsors, do the walk, and collect the money. 

 
Last year’s walk enabled us to contribute £3000 to The New Macmillan  

Woodlands Centre Appeal, from the 10% contributions from walkers, and we 
hope that this year we can raise the same, if not more, for our chosen cause. 
Any groups or individuals interested in taking part, or for further information, 

should contact:  
 

Lion Bernard Dable on 01480 810704. 
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Telecom Times – May 2016     
 

 
Telephone :  I have received no direct reports of any disconnections since last November. 

 

Broadband :  At the time of writing, on 13th April, the last update I had was that 161  
subscribers had fibre broadband activated by 30th December 2015. Rather disappointingly I have 
still only received 7 full responses to my many requests for peoples’ speed test results. Hopefully I 
might get some more responses when people read this ? 
 
Some good news to report is that those villagers connected to cabinet 3 on the Colmworth 
exchange, which feeds part of Moor Road and Little Staughton Airfield, can now receive 
FTTC. 
  
If you have a fibre package and could spare a few minutes I would still be extremely grateful if 
you could answer a few questions and email me a copy of the results from the following tests 
please ? 
 
Have you had any problems getting a fibre package ? Which ISP have you gone with ?   
Are you totally satisfied with the service and speeds you are receiving ? 
 
Please run http://speedtest.btwholesale.com/ and copy & paste the results of the Further  
Diagnostics into the email.   
 
If you have a Homehub 5 can you go to http://bthomehub.home/ and log onto the Homehub  
management pages, then then troubleshooting > helpdesk and copy and paste into the email the 
stats from 1-12.  If you do not have a Homehub 5 can you post whatever connection information 
you are able to obtain from whichever router you do have please ? 
 
If you want to maximise the speed your line is capable of then I strongly recommend you visit the 
following website http://www.increasebroadbandspeed.co.uk/ created by my fellow Broadband 
Champion for Spaldwick.  If you navigate around that website you will find a lot of information 
regarding fibre broadband, in particular the effects of crosstalk and G.INP on fibre broadband 
speeds. 
 
My role as Broadband Champion for Great Staughton did not end completely once FTTC became 
available in the village.  We are still expected to provide feedback on the level of uptake and  
performance.The amount that BT has to repay to Cambridgeshire County Council, and its other 
partners, depends on both aspects.   
 
The results to date have resulted in a £5.3million pay back. After all is said and done it was 
our money that was used ! 
 
If you have any queries regarding the above, or would like help with any aspect of your  
telecommunications provision, please feel free to contact me and I will help as best I can.  
 

Best regards, 
Roger 

Email : roger4321@yahoo.co.uk     
Tel : 01480 860762 

http://speedtest.btwholesale.com/
http://bthomehub.home/
http://www.increasebroadbandspeed.co.uk/
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MOT WHILE U WAIT 

Cars. M/Bikes. Vans 
 

Class 4   Class 2   Class 7 
 

SERVICE -  REPAIRS - 

TYRES 
 

 
Free Courtesy Cars Available  

Used Car Sales 
 

Open 6 Days a Week 

Mon-Fri. 8-6.  Sat 8-4 
Tel: 01480-830462/831058 

 

GRAVELEY GARAGE 

High Street, Graveley,  
St Neots, PE19 6PL 

 

2 Miles Left of 
 Offord Darcy. 
.  
From Perry & 
Gt. Staughton,  
Approx 15 Minutes.  
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Farm House Holidays - For Dogs 
 

Prefer not to use 
boarding kennels? 

 

Competitive rates  
      

For  a unique  
         service 

 01480 860330  
 

 

Or  e-mail at 

FAIR  

FABRICS ANd 

interiors  
 

 
 

MOBILE  

SHOWROOM TO YOUR DOOr  -   

A local company 

  www.fairfabrics.com 
 

An extensive selection of fabrics 
- all leading manufacturers + 

smaller design houses 
Wallpapers, Curtain Poles, 
Blinds, Lighting and Sofas 

LARGE FABRIC SAMPLES 

CURTAIN MAKE-UP AND  

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL for help  

and advice 
 

 EMMA   LEWSLEY 

01480 890026    07939 150217  

            

http://www.fairfabrics.com
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Minutes of the Great Staughton 
Annual Parish Assembly 

held on 6th April 2016 in the  
Village Hall 

 
Present: Councillors – Sir Hugh Duberly 
(HD) (Chairman), Janet Bowen (JB), Kevin 
Fisk (KF), Geoff Gilbert (GG), Bob Jewell 
(RJ), David Moore (DM), Will Mumford 
(WM), Anthony Withers (AW), Nicole 
Yates (NY).  Dianne Palmer (Clerk) 
 
Parishioners: Michael Askew , Frank 
Backhouse, Pat Backhouse, John  
Bashford, Dennis Clarke, Rev Judi Clarke, 
Eileen Gilbert, Guy Freeman, Helen  
Glanville, Roger Harding, Norman Hardy, 
Patrick Harris, Olive Hynes, Paddy Hynes, 
Mike Keeble, Shirley Mockford, Mike 
Mockford, Andy Moulds, Emma Mumford, 
Audrey Newman, David Palmer, Janet 
Perrett, Ann Price, Dundas Rhind, Sue 
Roseblade, Ivy Sturgeon, Ralph Walter, 
Sheila Wells, Dennis Wells, Phil Yates, 
Mervyn Young, Judy York, and Peter York. 
 
Peter Downes (County Councillor), Sgt 
Kevin Thorne (St Neots Police) were also 
present. 
 
Chairman’s Address: The meeting 
opened with the Chairman giving a warm 
welcome to everyone including the 3 new 
Parish Councillors elected in 2015: Kevin 
Fisk, David Moore and Nicole Yates. HD 
also mentioned this is the last meeting 
Dianne Palmer is attending as clerk and 
Mrs Jo Reid, the new clerk, will be in  
office later in the month.A display of old 
photos and old issues of Life were placed 
around the village hall and HD thanked RJ 
and AW for putting this together. 
 
HD expressed his thanks to everyone in 
the village who helped to keep it looking 
such a picture and in particular John  
Harrison. Special thanks were also  
expressed to those who carried on John’s 
good work when he was ill during the 
summer of 2015, in particular Guy  
Freeman who volunteered on behalf of 
the community and to David Hoenig. HD 
congratulated everyone involved with the 
litter pick which was organised by AW and 
WM.   It seems that the amount of litter is 
gradually reducing and HD expressed his 
thanks to all of the volunteers. 

Another major work in the village in 2015 
was the installation by Anglian Water of 
the sewage works in Dillington which is 
quite an improvement. The Parish Council 
was pleased with the way the contractors 
left a very good finish and HD  
understands the Dillington residents are 
delighted. The Parish Council has been 
successful in obtaining a grant toward a 
new Zebra Crossing on Green Lane and 
this will be installed during 2016. 
 
The Parish Council wish to mark the 
Queen’s 90th birthday and, having  
distributed mugs to village children in the 
past, decided to give a commemorative 
medal to each child in the village of  
primary school age and below. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: received 
from Suzi Whiting, Jo Philpott and Vicky 
Goldsmith. 
 
2. Minutes of the last Parish  
Assembly held on 16th April 2015 
were agreed as a true record and signed. 
 
3. Matters Arising: There were no 
matters arising. 
 
4. Skateboard Facility: I t was  
pointed out that the skateboard facility 
has always been run by Hunts DC who 
have taken responsibility for the  
maintenance and insurance. However, 
they have now withdrawn this support 
and the Parish Council has taken over full 
responsibility. Unfortunately the cost of 
the insurance is quite high and the Parish 
Council is seeking quotations for this  
facility. 
 
5. Parish Accounts: 
Village Precept – A copy of the budget 
upon which the Precept application was 
based was circulated prior to the meeting.   
Bob Jewell (RJ) said that the money that 
the Parish Council requests each year for 
the precept makes up a relatively small 
part of the Council Tax and is  
approximately £1.00 per week per  
household. The bulk of the money is used 
to keep the village looking attractive, the 
next cost is the clerk’s salary and admin 
expenses, followed by street lights and 
grants to community facilities such as the 
village hall, Life, the Pavilion, etc. A  
contribution will have to be paid towards 
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the zebra crossing and this was included 
in the budget although this will now come 
out of the 2016/17 expenditure. The 
budget shows costs in the region of 
£18,825 were anticipated and the precept 
application was for £16,500 as some  
reserves are held by the Parish Council.   
At the financial year end for 2015/16 the 
reserves stood at approx. £20,000 but 
approximately £5,000 of this will go  
towards the zebra crossing. Dennis Wells 
said that although the amount collected 
by the Parish Council was small, the  
increase this year and in previous years 
was large. He wondered whether it was 
due to the District and County Councils 
passing down some work. RJ agreed and 
said specific examples of this were the 
skateboard now being part of the Parish 
Council’s role and the burden of Council 
tax benefit now falling on the Parish. RJ 
also said the reduction in maintenance 
levels by both the District and County 
Councils resulted in increased costs to the 
Parish. Roger Harding queried whether 
the zebra crossing was actually going to 
take place and he was informed that the 
Parish Council has been assured that it 
will be installed. Roger Harding asked why 
the County Council did not replace all of 
the street lights in the village and RJ  
explained that a number of street lights 
have always been the property of the 
Parish Council. HD thanked RJ and said 
that he believes villages will have to do 
more work themselves in future. 
 
Playing Field – Bob Jewell (RJ) circulat-
ed the accounts prior to the meeting and 
mentioned there was a surplus of £459.92 
for the year. A grant was received from 
the Parish Council and also from Amey 
Cespa for major work carried out on the 
pavilion. Further income was received 
through various clubs and users. RJ  
expressed concern that the number of 
regular users has decreased which will 
mean a reduction in income for the next 
financial year. At present the Playing Field 
committee holds a reserve of £1,600.92.   
Pat Backhouse asked why there was a 
reduction in the income from Piglets and 
RJ explained that they stopped using the 
middle room as they felt they no longer 
needed it. MY proposed that the accounts 
be accepted, seconded by AW and carried 
unanimously. 
 

Parish Charities – Eileen Gilbert said 
that the income comes to the Parish  
Charity from 2 parcels of agricultural land 
and dividends. The opening balance was 
£11,110.42, with an income of £5,619.72 
and expenditure of £5,220.58 leaving a 
closing balance of £11,509.57. Grants 
went to the village school, Piglets, the 
Youth Club and also to support a young 
person through ballet school. The  
accounts are audited by Tom Sayer who 
has been doing this since 1983 and Eileen 
Gilbert expressed special thanks to him 
for his work. Mr Sayer would like to step 
down now from auditing the accounts and 
Eileen Gilbert invited anyone who might 
be willing to do this to contact her. NY 
proposed the accounts be accepted,  
seconded by KF and carried unanimously.   
HD mentioned an increase in the rent 
from charity fields which has given the 
Parish Charities additional funds to  
distribute. 
 
Village Hall – Helen Glanville presented 
the audited accounts for 2015 mentioning 
that there was an opening balance of 
£3,746.00, plus income of £8,311.00 and 
less expenditure of £8,041.00, leaving a  
surplus of £225.00. Thanks were  
expressed to the Parish Council for their 
grant. Helen Glanville thanked Kathy  
Wilson for kindly auditing the accounts.   
GG proposed the accounts be accepted, 
seconded by JB and carried unanimously.   
Maintenance work is needed on the  
village hall and grant applications will be 
submitted to cover this. 
 
Life Magazine – Helen Glanville  
presented the audited accounts for 2015 
which opened with a balance of 
£5,622.00, plus an income of 4,321.00, 
less expenditure of £4,879.00 and ended 
the year with ££4,921.00 in the bank. 
Roger Harding asked whether money 
could be saved by not delivering Life to 
households who do not wish to receive it. 
A reduced price had been obtained for the 
current print run and it was felt the  
proposal was not feasible. HD expressed 
thanks to Helen Glanville and to the two 
Editors for their hard work. HD thanked 
everyone for presenting the Parish  
accounts. 
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6. Reports from County & District 
Councillors and the Police: Sgt Kevin 
Thorne informed the meeting that crime 
was down in the Kimbolton and Great 
Staughton area with 78 crimes  
reported compared with 91 during the 
same period last year. Policing priorities 
have changed to focussing on emergency 
responses and the emphasis moving from 
detecting crime to looking after victims of 
crime and safeguarding vulnerable  
people. At present the area is covered by 
Sgt Thorne, plus 2 PCs and 6 PCSOs. Sgt 
Thorne said how important it was to  
notify the police of any suspicious activity 
spotted in the village. Notification can be 
done by ringing the 101 number, or the 
local neighbourhood watch group (Frank 
Backhouse 01480 861167) or, if difficulty 
is experienced on the 101 number, email 
Sgt Thorne. It is important to give as 
much information as possible such as car 
make, registration, and colour. There has 
been an increase in the number of patrols 
in the village with some plain clothes  
police visiting too. Ralph Walter asked 
whether results are being achieved. Sgt 
Thorne said that it is extremely difficult to 
catch burglars but they do have some 
leads on the most recent burglaries which 
took place last week. AW suggested that 
there may be a connection with delivery 
vehicles and could any checks be carried 
out on those delivering in the area. Sgt 
Thorne said they do not have sufficient 
resources to carry out such a major  
exercise. WM expressed concern with the 
101 service and Sgt Thorne said if you 
feel your report is not being recorded 
please email him on  
Kevin.Thorne@cambs.pnn.police.uk. 
 
Peter Downes (PD) circulated a 
printed report and drew attention to the 
points he thought relevant to the meeting 
including the changes as a result of the 
boundary review. Following the next 
County Council election in 2017 Great 
Staughton will be in a new division of 23 
parishes and Great Staughton will be part 
of the Alconbury and Kimbolton ward. 
 
A proposal has been made by central  
government that Norfolk, Suffolk,  
Peterborough and Cambridge should be 
part of a Devolution package which would 
require a directly elected Mayor for the 

area. Cambridgeshire County Council are 
not supporting the suggestion as they do 
not feel another layer of government is 
cost effective or beneficial. PD also  
expressed his concern regarding  
education and services for older people 
going forward. He felt that local  
communities will have to provide more 
support, possibly on a voluntary basis.   
He also reminded people that, following 
the change to provide free school meals 
for all infant school pupils, those families 
who were entitled to the Pupil Premium 
still need to register so that the school will 
receive an additional £1,300 per pupil.  
Mervyn Young asked whether it would be 
feasible for the village to provide a nurse 
to support elderly and vulnerable people 
in the village if this service is withdrawn.   
This could be quite difficult to implement.   
HD thanked PD for his continued support 
and mentioned his regular attendance at 
the Parish Council meetings and backing 
for the Highway Improvement  
applications. 
 
Frank Backhouse spoke on behalf of 
Neighbourhood Watch in the village and 
said that the volunteer numbers are  
decreasing. He asked for suggestions as 
to how to attract more support and also 
what people wanted from the group.   
Frank Backhouse also asked whether the 
residents still want this organisation to 
continue to operate in the village. The 
steering group feel there is a need for 
new volunteers or NHW may collapse.   
HD on behalf of the Parish Council 
thanked Frank Backhouse and said the 
Councillors felt that NHW is absolutely 
essential. Any suggestions, please contact 
Frank Backhouse on 01480 861167. AW 
asked if there is anything NHW would like 
to see done and what would help matters.   
Frank requested that when people see 
anything of concern could they first report 
it to the police, then NHW. Often reports 
are going on Facebook which may alert 
some villagers but does not deal with the 
problem. Mike Keeble said a full  
complement of coordinators and deputies 
would help. 
 
7. Village School: Unfortunately no 
one was present to represent the school.   
HD mentioned that the Parish Council is 
very keen to work with the school and he 
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understands that Councillor Kevin Fisk will 
be serving on the Board of Governors 
once the paperwork is completed. 
 
8. Joanne Philpott, HACT: Joanne 
Philpott was unable to attend due to  
illness so HD read a brief report to the 
effect that the ring and ride bus service is 
free with a Cambridgeshire bus pass with 
no restrictions on how often you use  
service. All vehicles are fully accessible 
accommodating wheelchairs, scooters, 
trolleys, etc. Leaflets were on the table 
for anyone who wanted further  
information. 
 
9. Community Defibrillator: RJ  
pointed out that the defibrillator is now 
installed outside the front door on the 
village hall. Training has taken place with 
13 representatives from village  
organisations. Each attendee was given a 
DVD to share with their colleagues. RJ 
said the equipment is really easy to use 
and actually talks you through the  
process. RJ reassured people that it is 
better to use the equipment even if you 
are uncertain. More training will take 
place later in the year. Frank Backhouse 
asked whether a list of people trained to 
use the equipment could be displayed and 
RJ thought this might be useful as long as 
permission is given by individuals. HD 
thanked RJ for his work in obtaining the 
defibrillator and he mentioned that the 
costs had been fully covered by grants 
from the British Heart Foundation and the 
Pope Charity. 
 
10. Highway Improvement Funding 
Applications: AW said that Great 
Staughton has been successful with 3 
recent funding applications for Highway 
Improvement grants but not for the  
application for 2016/17 to move the 
30mph sign further out of the village on 
The Green. Surprisingly the cost for this 
work was in the region of £3,000.00 and 
the Parish Council and County Councillor 
Peter Downes are seeking further  
information about how this is made up in 
the hope that the work could be done for 
less money. Dundas Rhind said that if the 
sign was moved without the correct  
procedure there could be legal problems. 
 
11. Affordable Housing for Local 
People: HD said this has been on 

hold for some time due to the  
government’s proposal to give tenants 
the right to buy. However, recently an 
exemption has been made from the  
proposal so that properties built on rural 
exception sites will not give tenants the 
right to buy and the charity field in the 
village will come under this option.    
 
12. Highway Warden’s Report/
Speed Watch:Dennis Clarke voiced 
opposition to the proposal to move the 
30mph sign further out of the village as 
he felt 50% of drivers ignored the  
current speeding restrictions. DM said the 
Speed Watch team have operated 12 
times since the last meeting and  
monitored 12,000 vehicles.   A total of 85 
cars have been reported to the police 
who send out formal letters to the  
owners. A further 68 cars could not be 
reported for various reasons, one of 
which is that the vehicle did not match 
the number plate records. Dennis Clarke 
asked about the times these checks took 
place and DM said there was a range of 
different timings and the heaviest was 
412 vehicles in an hour. Sgt Thorne has 
also been in the village a number of 
times with the speed camera but,  
because he is highly visible, he only 
found 3 cars over the limit. Mervyn 
Young thought there has been a huge 
increase in the number of vehicles  
passing through the village in the last 2 
years. Roger Harding thought there were 
fewer lorries and less speeding since the 
A14 opened. 
 
13. Parish Matters: 
Parking: HD said parking on The  
Highway, Vicarage Walk and 
Beachampstead have all caused concern 
with some vehicles being left in illegal 
and dangerous positions. Norman Hardy 
mentioned there used to be an  
arrangement with The White Hart for 
staff working at the Doctors’ surgery and 
wondered whether this could be  
reinstated. Janet Perrett said she has 
noticed several driveways which are not 
used by their owners. Could an  
arrangement be made to offer a vacant 
drive to a car owner? 
 
Parish Charities Support: AW reported 
that the income for the Parish Charities 
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has increased recently and following a 
recent meeting the Trustees would like to 
put in place a Bursary for local youngsters 
who are looking for help with further  
education and training. This would be 
available for residents of Great Staughton 
and Perry who are already involved in 
further education or training but find they 
need some financial assistance. The initial 
approach should be to The Parish  
Charities, c/o Mrs Eileen Gilbert, 27 
Beachampstead, Great Staughton, PE19 
5DX. 
 
General Parish Matters: Pat Backhouse 
asked whether there would be funds 
available to repair the village sign. The 
Parish Council will look into this. 
                    Action: Clerk 
 
NY said a new committee has been 
formed to try and re-establish the Tennis 
Club. Each Sunday from 10th April a  
committee member will be available at 
the courts at 10.30am to talk to  
prospective new members. The  
information is on the Facebook page and 
the village website. Please get in touch if 
you are interested. 
 
Emma Mumford asked whether anything 
was being done about the play equipment 
on the playing field. NY said funding  
applications are being submitted by JB to 
replace the equipment but approximately 
£40,000.00 is needed. 
 
RJ reminded everyone that Life Magazine 
is now in its 40th year and he appealed 
for any historical information/
photographs. He also expressed his 
thanks to the two editors for their work. 
 
RJ told the meeting about the work done 
by the West Hunts Friendship Club which 
meets in the village hall on Mondays from 
10:30 to 3:00. For many members it is 
the only time they go out in the week.   
RJ said David Palmer has been the Chair 
for the last 3 years and has done a  
tremendous job but would now like to 
step down. RJ said how important it is for 
this club to continue and said if anyone 
was interested in becoming the Chair 
could they please contact him on 01480 
861259. 
AW asked whether people thought the 
pink spray had worked and Roger  

Harding said the people doing the  
spraying felt there was less need at  
present. 
 
HD expressed his thanks to everyone for 
attending the meeting and in particular 
Sgt Kevin Thorne, the Parish, District and 
County Councillors for all the work they 
have done for the village.  He also 
thanked DM as Highway Warden, Norman 
Hardy and John Bashford as Tree  
Wardens. HD then reminded everyone 
present that Dianne Palmer has been the 
Clerk for more than 5 years and he  
expressed thanks on behalf of the Parish 
Council for her work and support in the 
role and presented her with a beautiful 
bouquet.    
 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 
 

 

Great Staughton Village Hall  
Reminder 

 
The village hall is a vital  

community asset and is well-used 
by most of us for a variety of uses.  

 
Just a gentle reminder to look after 

the building and its contents. 
  

There have been a few minor 
thoughtless and careless actions or 
inactions over the last few months.  

 
Please make sure you leave the 

hall as you found it. Our caretaker 
does a good job but cannot be 

there after every use. 
 

Thanks 
Bob Jewell 
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How many lambs can your children find in this spring 
farmyard colouring picture? 
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CALLING ALL CRAFTS 
PEOPLE AND  

ARTISANS 

Reach Festival is taking 
bookings for stalls 

 

Reach Festival, Fair Green, Reach 
Saturday 24th Sept 2016  

10.30am – 4.30pm 
 

Reach Festival will showcase local 
genuine handmade crafts and local 

produce (food and drink). 
 

In addition there will be displays of 
crafts including potting, coin making, 

wool spinning and flint knapping. 
 

The charges for pitches are: 
 £20 for 5m x 3m or £30 for 5m x 5m 

 

For Pitch Enquiries and Booking Forms 
contact:  

 
Claire Halpin on 07834 740881  

claire.halpin@ascontracts.co.uk 
David Parr on 07887 563720  

reacheventsteam@btinternet.com 
 

 Bags of Help for community projects 
in Cambridgeshire 

 
Do you know of a local community 

green space project that would  
benefit from up to £12,000?  

 
If so, there are Bags of Help at hand! 
The money raised from the 5p bag 

charge in Tesco stores is being used to 
pay for a large number of local projects 

to improve green spaces in  
communities across the UK. Grants of 
£8,000, £10,000 and £12,000 are on 

offer through the scheme. 

 
Community charity Groundwork is  

administering the funding and you can 
find all the details on our dedicated 

website: www.groundwork.org.uk/tesco 
In total the Bags of Help programme will 

support around 2,500 projects each 
year across the UK – about 40 of those 

are in Cambridgeshire. There will be 
two funding rounds per year over the 

next three years, meaning that around 
£700,000 will be given out in grants. 

 
The next round of applications opens 
online on April 18th. Don’t miss your 
chance to benefit! All information about 
the scheme is on the website (details 
above) but you can also contact your 
local Bags of Help Enabler for further 

information about applying on 
Katie.dean@groundwork.org.uk or 

07736 132870. 

https://data.groundwork.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=5976&qid=809926
mailto:Katie.dean@groundwork.org.uk
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ST ANDREW’S  
GREAT STAUGHTON 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH FETE 
JUNE 18th 2016 

2pm - The OLD VICARAGE 
 

Please put the date in your diaries now.  
 

If you are having a spring clean, need to  
re-gift unwanted presents reorganising or 
thinking of dividing plants in the garden, 

please remember we need all sorts of things 
for the produce and white elephant stalls.  

 
We are again running the bottle stall (soft 
drinks & alcoholic) so any contributions 

large or small would be gratefully received. 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT ACCEPT 
CLOTHES OR SHOES. 

 
Storage can be provided if you want to get 

rid of stuff well before fete day.   
Please contact Judy Chalkley 860278 or Bill 

Wetzel 811580. 
 

Do you have cats?  
  Would you like  

someone to feed them 
while you’re away? 

 

 

We’re a group of Staughton cat  
owners who’ll come to your house 
once a day while you’re away, feed 
your cats, water your plants and put 
out your bins. If you would like to 

join us please email me at: 
Broome773@btinternet.com 

 
Gill Broome 

‘X’ Marks the Spot  
St Neots Museum &  

‘Mystery in History’  

present a shocking  
Murder Mystery!  

Saturday 2nd July 
6.30 – 10.00pm  

 

Tickets £30.00 per person, including three 
course meal and complimentary glass of 

fizz on arrival (or alternative).  
 

Come and enjoy a brand new Murder 
Mystery written for St Neots Museum.  

 
The evening starts at the United  

Reformed Church and includes a delicious 
three course meal, made for us by the 

Friends of St Neots Museum, then  
continues around town, as you follow the 

clues and attempt to find the dastardly 
murderer!  

 
Based around the dramatic St Neots  

Urban District Council elections of 1896 - 
but using fictional characters – the story 
unfolds - it is Saturday 28th March 1896, 
the night of the final hustings before the 
vote…and feelings are running so high 
that people may be tempted to resort to 
desperate measures to win the vote …

even murder!  
 

Tickets available from  
St Neots Museum  

Call in to the museum  
Email us at  

curators@stneotsmuseum.org.uk  
01480 214163  

More details from the Museum and on our 
website  

www.stneotsmuseum.org.uk  
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Hays Travel 

Lisa Drake 

 

 
 
 
 

I am a PERSONAL TRAVEL CONSULTANT  

based in Cage Lane, Great  
Staughton 

Working for ABTA’s largest  
Independent Travel Agency 

 

I cater for all aspects of travel including: 
Package Holidays 

Ski 
Caribbean 

Cruise 
Tailor Made Holidays 

UK Breaks 
Flights and Accommodation 

  You name it, I can do it at a 
competitive price.  

 

    Telephone Lisa on: 
861852 or E-mail:  

lisa.drake@hays-travel.co.uk 

The White Hart 
56 The Highway,  

Gt. Staughton 
PE19 5DA 

Tel: 01480 861131 
Good home-made,  

honest pub food now  
being served 

 
 
 

Thursday: 12pm - 2pm.  6:30pm - 9pm 
   Friday: 12pm - 2pm.    6:30pm - 9pm 

Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm 
Sunday:   12 noon - 3pm 

 

‘We look forward to welcoming 
you soon.’ 

Hugh & Mary 

 Holidays Extras: Car Hire, Car Parking 
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  The Eaton’s    

 

 Internal painting & decorating 
 External painting & staining 
 Gutter cleans, repairs &  
       replacement 
 Supply & fit UPVC fascias & soffits 
 Fence repairs & replacement 
 Patios, paths & driveways 
 General property maintenance 
 

Public Liability Insured 
Buy with Confidence Scheme 
Trading Standard Approved 

Criminal Record Bureau checked 
 

Telephone:  01480 406130 
Mobile:  07718 957281 

 
Cambridgeshire ACRE  
Community Oil Buying 

Scheme 
 

Want to save money on the cost of 
your heating oil? 

So do we! 
 

Join our countrywide community oil 
buying scheme and see how easy it is. 

 

To join, visit: 
www.cambsacre.org.uk/community-oil

-buying-scheme.php 
 

Enquires: 
Tel:01353 860850 

Email: oil@cambsacre.org.uk 
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Rector: The Reverend Judi Clarke (01480 861215)  
St Andrew’s Vicarage, The Causeway, Great Staughton,  

  THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST ANDREW 
  GREAT STAUGHTON AND PERRY 

CHURCH WARDENS:   Mr Bill Wetzel,  8, Welby Close, Perry :  Tel: 01480 811580  
Mrs Janet Perrett, 38, Beachampstead Road, Gt. St.  01480 860703  

Sound   
& Loop  

Dear Friends, 

 

I 
t is pouring with rain this morning 
after a beautiful warm sunny day 
yesterday and I have just listened to 

the weather forecast – snow expected in 
the highlands of Scotland moving south 
over the next few days thankfully not this 
far south, but it will be colder. 
 
What would we do without the weather to 
talk about for in our country it is so  
variable yet the cycle of Gods wonderful 
created world endures and even on this 
chilly grey day the signs of spring are 
bursting out around us.  
 
In the Church calendar the Sunday before 
Ascension Day was traditionally known 
as Rogation Sunday. a time when  
Christians prayed for God’s blessings on 
their crops and other aspects of their work 
on the land. A service was followed by a 
visit to various places in the  
neighbourhood. This was often combined 
with ‘The Beating of the Bounds’, a very 
old custom, which ensured everyone 
knew the boundaries of the parish. 
 
Today, especially as we live in such a 
beautiful rural area, Rogationtide is still a 
good opportunity to meet together outside 
our usual place of worship and combine 
prayer for God’s blessing on our local 
environment our farmers and the  
fruitfulness of the earth with thanks for 
all his good gifts. 
 

This year, with thanks to Julia and Ian 
Harris, Revd John Alford will be leading 
a combined walk and service on Sunday 
May 1st at 3pm on Rectory Farm, 
Little Staughton to celebrate Rogationtide 
and everyone is welcome to come and 
join us. I understand the walk will be 
gentle and will be followed by light  
refreshments. 
 
Whether we are able to join in this walk 
or not, Rogationtide is perhaps a good 
time for us all to give special thanks for 
God’s wonderful gifts of creation, and to 
remember our need to be good stewards 
of our environment both locally,  
nationally and internationally.  

 
With love and prayers 

Judi 



Page 47 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES  
MAY 2016 

 
ST ANDREW’S GREAT STAUGHTON  

Sun 1st         8.00am   Holy Communion 
                  10.30am       Family Worship 
Sun 8th       10.30am Parish Communion 
Weds 11th    5.30pm       Evening Prayer                           
Sun 15th     10.30am  Parish  
Communion with ‘Pray and Play’ for 
the children   
Sun 22nd    10.30am Parish Communion  
Sun 29

th
     10.30am GROUP  

COMMUNION AT HAIL WESTON                                        
 

 
ST NICOLAS HAIL WESTON                 

Sun 1st    NO FAMILY WORSHIP (see  
                              separate notice about  
                             Rogationtide Service)
Weds 4th  10.00am   Morning Prayer 
Followed by Coffee in Church 
Sun 8th     9.00am    Parish Communion 
Sun 22nd   9.00am    Parish Communion  
Sun 29

th
  10.30am  GROUP  

COMMUNION 
 

 ALL SAINTS LITTLE STAUGHTON 

Sun 1st      9.00am    Parish Communion 
                 3.00pm      Rogationtide         
service  at Rectory Farm Little  
Staughton 
Sun 15th    9.00am    Parish Communion 

PLAY & PRAY 2016 
 

DID YOU KNOW that a group for  
4-11 year olds called Play & Pray 

takes place once a month at St.  
Andrew’s Church.  

 

We meet on the third Sunday of 
each month during the morning  

service starting at 10.30am. Younger  
children are welcome if accompanied 

by an adult.   
 

Our meeting dates for the coming 
months are: 

 

April 17th  
 

Come & find out what we get up to!  
If you would like more details please 
call Sylvia Swain on 01480 812022. 

 
Surplus to requirement at 

Perry Church 
 

One folding large table  
tennis table on casters. 

With net and bats. Offers 
 

One table top snooker table 
with cue and balls. Offers 

 
Phone Tony on  

01480 810906 

ROGATIONTIDE WALK &  
SERVICE 

followed by light refreshments 
SUNDAY MAY 1st 

3pm at 
Rectory Farm Green End Little 

Staughton  
 

Everyone welcome 
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GREAT  
STAUGHTON  

PARISH –  
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WATCH 
 

Recent Burglaries in the  
Village: 
We’ve had three Burglaries over since 
our last entry in the Life magazine 
which is deeply saddening and we 
hope those affected by those crimes 
are starting to get their lives back to 
normal. 
  
Since then we have been able to see 
an increase in vigilance of you all and 
an increase in the number of incidents 
reported to either the police or your 
NHW co-ordinators, thank you all 
and keep up this level of awareness, 
we can hopefully put off potential  
further incidents. 
 
In case there is confusion around how 
incidents should be reported this is 
guidance from the Police. 
Dial 999 for Immediate Assistance 
from the police if: 

 You see an incident in progress 

 Someone in immediate danger 

 Spot a suspect for a serious 
crime 

 See a traffic collision involving 
injury or danger to road users. 

 
Dial 101 for all Non-Emergency 
calls: 

 Report crimes after they have 
happened i.e. discovery of a 
stolen items or property damage 

 Give information about crimes in 
 our area 

 Speak to the police about  
 general enquiries 

 Contact a specific officer or 
member of staff. 

 
If you are deaf, deafened, hard of 
hearing or have a speech impairment 

and use a text phone please use 
18000 for emergencies or 18001 101 
for non-emergency calls. 
 

The Bobby Scheme meeting 
11th May at the White Hart: 
For residents affected by house crime 
over 60 or residents living with  
disabilities or over 65 years old the 
Bobby scheme can help asses and  
secure your home for a small donation 
or even for free depending on your 
circumstances. 
 
The Bobby Scheme can offer  
invaluable support and advice to help 
bring peace of mind and a sense of 
security, because of this Great  
Staughton NHW would like to invite all 
residents along to meet some of their 
officers who can answer your queries 
and hopefully help some people out 
with extra security.  We hope to see 
you there. 
 

Volunteers: 
We are still looking for volunteers. We 
need a new Coordinator for Moor Road 
and Deputies for several areas of the 
Parish.   If you would like to be  
involved, or would like more  
information, please speak to one of 
the Neighbourhood Watch Steering 
Group:  
Caroline Taylor - 869365 
Mike Keeble - 860855 
John Wakefield - 860314 
David Moore - 861195 
Frank Backhouse - 861167 or by email 
frankbackhouse@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Read more about us: 
See our monthly newsletters through 
your door, at the Surgery, on village 
notice boards in Life Magazine, on 
the Parish website http://
www.greatstaughton.com/; and our 
Facebook page “Great Staughton 
Neighbourhood Watch”. 

http://www.greatstaughton.com/
http://www.greatstaughton.com/
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Dear all, 

L 
ast month I wrote of our Church 
plans for the Queens 90th birthday 
celebrations. Those of you at  

Perry Parish Annual Meeting on 6th April 
will have heard more about this. We have 
the booklets ready for distribution  
complete with invitations So please look 
for these as we start to deliver them 
round Perry this month. They are rather 
larger than we expected so unless you 
have a large letter box will not fit through 
and we will have to knock to deliver. 
 
Actually what a year for anniversaries 
and celebrations this is! It is fifty years 
since Grafham water was opened by 
HRH Prince Philip. A feature which 
dominates the village and on a good day 
is a beautiful view from our home. It is 
fifty years since England won the  
football World Cup we who are old 
enough can I’m sure remember the  
immortal words “They think it’s all over, 
it is now” as Geoff Hurst scored his third 
goal. For my wife and I it is also our 
golden wedding anniversary! A day I am 
not allowed to forget by I’m sure you 
know who! I actually remember the day 
well, of the three weddings taking place 
that month in Bugbrooke (a village in 
Northamptonshire) we had the best day! 
It was windy yes but fine, the others were 
wash-outs it poured with rain. It was also 
memorable for being cup final day! Did 
we get into trouble with some of the  
family! We were guilty of not checking 
which Saturday was cup final day and it 

was on our wedding day! For the first 
time I think ever it was on the second 
Saturday not the first in May! For those 
who would like to know, the score was 
Everton 3-2 Sheffield Wednesday. 
 
What a lot of memories we have from the 
last fifty years as I’m sure you have too 
of events with family, friends and the 
country at large. For us we celebrate with 
three sons and four grandchildren along 
with other family members and friends.  
 
Above all we thank God that we have 
been so blessed with so much joy in our 
life. Also as we celebrate there will be 
those who we remember with affection 
that are not with us now. I hope that if 
you have something to celebrate this year 
you will look back with thanks and joy on 
the years that have flown! Hopefully like 
us thanking God for all His goodness to 
us. 

 
Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Tony Whitlock 

Services and Preachers for May 2016: 
 

1st Frank Paice 
8th Tony Whitlock 

15th Roger Watkins (Pentecost) 
22nd Godmanchester Group 

29th Roger Watkins                

Perry Baptist Church 
 

Secretary Tony Whitlock 01480 810906 
Moderator Rev Roger Watkins 01480 810168 

 
Sunday Services at 10.30am each Sunday  

Website www.perrybaptist.org.uk  
 

All Welcome 

http://www.perrybaptist.org.uk
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Clubs & Activities :                                        Telephone Prefix:  01480 

Great Staughton W.I..................................................................Barbara Wallis:  214582 

Perry WI: ...................................................................................... Ann Jackson: 810625 

West Hunts Friendship Club.....................................................Barbara Bishop:  861319 

 (Mondays 10:00am - 3:00pm Gt. Staughton Village Hall) ………….David Palmer: 861136 
  

St. Andrew’s Church Bell Ringers (Mondays 7.30)………………….David Cope:  869322 

Perry Friendship Circle.................................................... …… Marjorie Smith:  812243 

Great Staughton Book Club..............Sandra Allen 861586/ Pat O`Dell 860907 
Horticultural Society...................................................... ...............Mike Keeble: 860855 

                                         Email: m.keeble855@btinternet.com 

Lions Club (Hunts Grafham Water Branch)...........Bernard Dable: 810704/07969  207227 

Kimbolton Flower Club......................................................Carol Grundy: 01832 710339 

Brampton Scale Model Club: Wed 7.30-9.30pm……………………......Dave Gait: 861387 

Perry Photographic Club……………………………………….Adrian Arnett:07788 409301 

Rotary Club: Kimbolton Castle......................................................Phil Howard:  861201 

CHILDREN’S CLUBS/SCHOOLS  
        

Busybees Baby & Toddler Group   

(Wednesdays  10:00am -11:30am,       Gt. Staughton Village Hall   - Run by SURESTART) 

Gt. Staughton Brownies/Rainbow Guides/Guides.:  Go  to: … 

..........................http://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk and register your interest there. 

Gt. Staughton Primary Academy...................................Head Teacher’s.Office:  860324 

Gt Staughton Youth Club……………………………………………...gsyc2014@gmail.com 

Kimbolton Beavers/ Cub Scouts/ Explorer Scouts………………..Sarah Holyoak: 861755 

Kimbolton Scouts..................................................................Lis Osbourn: 07846 869007 
 

Piglets Pre-School.............................................................Clare Johnson: 07759 382575 
 

SPORTS’ CLUBS 

Badminton Club ………………………………………………. Steven Prince: 07521 509596 

Mondays, 8pm, Gt. Staughton Village Hall. 
 

Gt. Staughton Cricket Club...............................................Dave Bonham: 07817  309170 

Gt. Staughton Golf Society.....................................................Derek Fitzgibbon: 861234 

Gt. Staughton Tennis Club Committee……………...….Nicole & Phil Yates: 860616  
 

Kym Valley Carpet Bowls................................................Doris Dainty  812006 

                                                                                                 Email: dainty.doris@yahoo.co.uk 

Grafham Water Sailing Club...........................................................Club Office: 810478 
 

VILLAGE GROUPS/SERVICES 

Grafham Wildlife Group.......................................Sam Malt:  Day:810844 / Eve: 811654 

HIGHWAYMAN Social Car Service............................07786 520540 4-7pm weekdays 
  [see opposite page]              For all your transport needs, charged at 30 pence per mile 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA).................... ...................Dawn Auton: 07985 925761 

Patient Participation Group Gt St)...............................................Loraine Harris: 860770 

                                                                                                                                Email:  loraine.harris@nhs.net 

Village Hall …………………………............... Vicky Goldsmith - 860005 / 07739 469243 

Pavilion  ………………………………………………………………….Bob Jewell - 

Gt. Staughton WEBSITE...www.greatstaughton.com 

E-mail: greatstaughton-website@gmail.com 
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 USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS:   Telephone Prefix 01480  unless otherwise shown 

                       POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 101             POLICE EMERGENCY 999;     
Crime Watch Management 456 111.    VICTIM SUPPORT:   www.victimsupport.org.uk :  
An independent charity helps victims and witnesses of crime confidentially & free.    
                       Support services: 0845 389 9523      To volunteer:  ring 01480 4553000 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH—PERRY :  Maggie Putnam 731785 
GAYNES PARK:  Gordon Handley  811598 
GT STAUGHTON:  Frank Backhouse 861167, Caroline Taylor 869365, Mike Keeble 860855. 

       Gt. Staughton Surgery: 860 770                         Kimbolton Surgery : 860 205   
       Buckden Surgery   810 216                  HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL  : 416 416       

NHS NON-EMERGENCY:  111            PALS: [Patient Advice & Liaison Service]: 0800 279 

2535 

AGE UK CAMBRIDGESHIRE    offer a range of information and services on matters of con-
cern to older people and their carers e.g. issues on benefits, home care, aids and adap-
tations, safeguarding and going into a care home.  Also practical help: home help, visiting 

schemes, day centres and warden schemes. The advocacy service can offer support to 
represent the interests of those over 65 years, & help to obtain the services they need.   
                     We are available 9am - 3pm Monday to ‘Friday on 0300 666 9860 

CONSUMER DIRECT  :   www.consumerdirect.gov.uk  - Practical help and advice for consumers 
with queries/problems with goods/services.  Telephone : 08454 04 05 06 - Charge 4p pm.  
 Minicom users: 08451 28 13 84: Mon to Fri - 8.00 am to 6.30 pm. Sat.  9.00 am to 1.00 pm  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE HEARING HELP:  Charity to assist people with hearing loss.   
                                                         Tel: 01223 416141   
Drop-in hearing help sessions are when we assist with basic maintenance of NHS hearing aids, sup-
plying batteries, re-tubing and cleaning.  St Neots:  Dumbleton Medical Centre, Chapman Way, 
Eynesbury  (near Tesco)1st Friday  monthly. Brampton:  Brampton Surgery, 69 Miller Way. Last 

Friday every month.       @ enquiries@hearinghelp.org.uk 

DISABILITY CAMBRIDGESHIRE.      www.disabilitycambridgeshire.org.uk 
Adviceline: 01223 569 600—charity for disabled/older people and carers in Cambridgeshire. 
Provides free, confidential and impartial information and advice on disability and access  issues. 
Email:  info@disability-cambridgeshire.org.uk  

THE LIBRARY AT HOME SERVICE :  (formerly THE DOORSTEP SERVICE ) 
FREE home delivery service for people who can no longer get to a library.  Call 0345 045 5225  

HIGHWAYMAN CAR SCHEME:   Ring:  07786 520 540.   
 For residents of Gt Staughton, Hail Weston, Kimbolton, Perry and surrounding area.  
Volunteer drivers provide transport for social and medical purposes, i.e.  Drs’ appointments, 
opticians, dentists, picking up prescriptions, visiting friends,  shopping.  Can undertake jour-
neys to visit friends and family in hospital and outpatient  appointments. 
[Supported by Cambs CC (Transport Services) and Care Network] 
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G. M. GILBERT 

FAMILY BUTCHER 

      OPENING HOURS 
      Monday 9am -6pm 

            Tuesday to Friday 8am- 6pm 
                         Saturday  8am - 1pm 

  1 A The Highway, Great Staughton
  Tel: (01480) 509788 

 

 

  BUPA and PPP Registered                Team of registered and fully qualified therapists 

WHY NOT BOOK IN FOR A  
FREE BACK CHECK? 

 

Other therapies available include:  
 

•      Chiropody/Podiatry/Homeopathy 
•      Hypnotherapy/Pschotherapy 
•      Massage therapy 
•      Aromatherapy massage 
•      Kinesiology 
 

28 Market Square St Neots, Cambridgeshire 
Telephone: 01480 - 473472 

 

Chiropractors specialise in the diagnosis, treatment 
and rehabilitation of conditions such as: 

Back pain and Sciatica, neck, shoulder and arm pain,  
Headaches and Migraine, Joint sprains, muscle strains 

and Sports injuries 

St Neots Chiropractic Clinic  

 

Business Slow? 
Advertise Here!   

 

Contact Editors Shaun or Rob for 
prices! 


